Our Furry Friend: The Gray Squirrel

By

Cecelia G. Davis

Have you ever wondered where the gray squirrel lives and what its home is like? Did you ever wonder what it eats, where it gets its food, and how it keeps warm in the cold months? Did you know that the gray squirrel has favorite food too, just like people?

The gray squirrel is native only to North America; however, this small creature can be found in many countries because of its adaptability. Often times it is seen in the parks of major cities throughout the United States, Canada, South America and Europe. Since it has not been introduced to countries like Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea, the North or South Pole, it does not make its home there.

These small creatures are fun to watch as they frolic in the trees making their summer and winter homes. The homes are called nests, which are found in holes of trees or high in the treetops. Summer nests are large and loosely made from twigs and balls of leaves. Winter nests, however, are a carefully made weather, proof den in holes of trees. 

Have you ever watched the squirrel climb a tree? Did you wonder how it clung to it without falling?  Strong back legs and feet with long, toenails help the gray squirrel scale the trees. It long bushy tail helps to keep its balance. In cold months, this furry creature wraps its bushy tail around its body to keep warm.

Squirrels are like people because a variety of foods can be found in their diet. Some of these foods are the hardwood nuts, such as the acorn from the oak tree, the maple nut, and the queen palm nut. Because these nuts are hardwood, the squirrel is equipped with four or five cheek teeth on the upper and lower jaw. It is these teeth that are used for crushing nuts. It is also equipped with cheek pouches. Oftentimes nuts and other foods are stored in these pouches.

Some other foods found in the diet of the gray squirrel are seeds. Among the seeds it enjoys are vegetable seeds, such as corn, bean, and pumpkin. It also likes sunflower seeds, zinnia, petunia, marigold, and aster. Seeds from fruit like watermelon, cantaloupe, and honeydew, seem to be the favorites of the squirrel, too. It also enjoys grass seeds like wheat, rye, alfalfa, and clover. Other things found in the diet of this small creature are roots, and tubers. Tubers are white, red, and sweet potato. 

Like people, the gray squirrel enjoys fruits and different kinds of berries. Probably blackberries and blackberries are its favorite fruit. After watching the gray squirrel fight the red bird and the blue jay for sunflower seeds, they might well be its number one favorite food.

Squirrels have a storage place for food, called the cache. During the warm months, it is often seen storing aw3ay nuts, seeds, and other food in the cache. Caches can be found in various places. Sometimes they are found in the trunk of a fallen tree. But most of the time, they are found in holes of trees.

The gray squirrel is a small, friendly creature that might very well live in your backyard. If you watch carefully, you might catch a glimpse of it eating some of its favorite food from your bird feeder.
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